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Twelve sources of communicative activities 
 

1 Real life situations 
Brainstorm lots of activities.  If you don’t find any which involve the language 

item you are supposed to work on then it is either because you have not 

brainstormed enough OR because that topic and that language item do not 

collocate! 
  
Questions and answers (and other exchanges) in which the teacher shows genuine 

interest in what the student is saying. 



 
 

Recent tightening of airport 

things  

What to do in an emergency 



 
 

Comparing daily habits:  

  
Making someone relax: Use imperatives to tell them what to do.  Sit 

comfortably.  Close your eyes.  Relax your legs.  Feel your chest relaxing. Etc. 



Mail order catalogue: what would you buy? Which one would you buy?  Which 

would your mother buy/like to have.  If you bought your partner a present which 

one would you buy? 

Unexpected, ambiguous, unpleasant phone call: who might it have been…why 

might he have said such things…what might I have said… 

A glimpse of someone through the classroom window (or a magazine 

photo): Who might he be…where might he be going…what might he be thinking 

about/worrying about….what has he been doing…what will he do next… 

Photo of an unspecified place or happening.  Speculating about where it might 

be and what might be happening or have happened: might be/could 

be…probably…definitely…on the other hand… 

Where would you like to be if you were not here? …inviting your companion to 

share day dreams. 

What is your day like?   

  
 

 



2 Surveys 

The same set of questions can be used again and again with the intention of 

collecting information for a survey.  Eg What’s your favourite colour? Whats your 

favourite music?  Do you feel there is any hope for the world?  What are the main 

threats to our existence, Etc.  Providing this is a survey into an area of interest to 

the students, it is communicative. 

 
3 Games 

  



Is it true? 

The st talks about things he/she did last weekend and the other students decide 

which were true and which were not true. 

Miming 

One student mimes and the others guess what he/she is doing.  Are you swimming, 

etc. 

Twenty questions 

One st thinks of a subject and the others have twenty questions to find out what it 

is. 

What’s the sketch 

A st sketches on the blackboard and the others try to find out what it is by asking 

questions. 

 

4 Challenges 

The student is challenged to: 

Identify something which is difficult to identify (a picture flashed at great speed) 

Find a connection between two bits of information (two texts or a text and a 

picture) 

Find a way of grouping various bits of information 

Put various bits of information into an order of value 

Put various bits of information into a developmental sequence 

Remember various bits of information 

The teacher and other students respond to the content of the challenge and not to 

the form. 

Many activities based on challenge offer intense grammatical focus without taking 

away from the communicative intent. 

 

5 Dialogues 

Basically two approaches: 

1 Repeating and/or adapting a dialogue you give them. 

2 Inventing a dialogue based on some kind of starting point which you give them. 



  
6 Drama 

There are many drama games given in ‘Drama Techniques in Language Learning’, 

published by Cambridge University Press. 

7 Writing poetry 

Writing poems which are based on a key sentence pattern. 

1 I used to…but now I …. 

2 First of all I saw the sea 

Then I heard the waves on the shore 

Then I saw you lying on your towel 

Then I heard your song. 

Then I felt the wind on my cheeks 

And tasted the salt sea air. 

  

8 Telling stories and making stories 

This is a very rich family of activities mainly open communicative fluency but it 

can have something of a grammatical focus eg use of past tenses. 



  
9 Songs 

Songs are engaging, have a fixed text which is repeated every time the song is 

sung.  Some publishers have commissioned songs exemplifying grammatical 

points.   

10 Pictures 

Pictures are stimulating and potentially full of information and potentially 

emotionally moving. 
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